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But this was only a preliminary skirmish, and useless
to Mirabeau except as a prognostic of victory. The
Countess at once appealed to the Parliament against
the decision of the lower court, and her advisers at-
tempted to obliterate the favourable impression made
on the public by publishing a violent Memoire. In this
they supported their charges true and false against
Mirabeau by copious extracts from his father's corre-
spondence with his daughter-in-law and M. de Marignane.
He replied by a printed statement of his case not wanting
in dignity and moderation.

His opponents were not a little perplexed and
alarmed. Not the populace only, many of his own class
who had hitherto avoided him began to express their
sympathy. He must be spurred, said one of Madame
de Mirabeau's counsel; when he feels the spur he will
start like an unbroken colt and rush headlong into any
pitfall. Portalis accordingly opened the case before the
Parliament with a long and virulent invective in which
the charges of the Mdmoire were repeated and amplified.
He attacked and calumniated the Marquis of Mirabeau
not less savagely than his son. After Portalis had
spoken the court adjourned for several days, during
which Mirabeau prepared his reply. He had the as-
sistance of his counsel Jaubert, and of a young lawyer
of talent, afterwards his private secretary and devoted
friend, Pellenc. The position of the parties, Madame de
Mirabeau a leader of Provengal society, her husband's
notoriety, the reputation of his father, the eloquence
of his previous speech, curiosity as to how he would
meet the furious onslaught of Portalis, the attraction of
sensational and scandalous details, raised public expecta-